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The Desk and Derrick Club of Tulsa will support 
 The Laura Dester Children’s Shelter this holiday season 

Immediate need: 
Tennis shoes – all ages 
Infant formula 
Pajamas – all ages 

 
General Needs/Gifts 
School Uniforms 
House slippers all sizes 
Towels and washcloths 

0-6 years old: 
Baby swings and baby jumpers 
Toddler beds 
Toddler Crib Sheets 
2 oz. baby bottles for newborns 
Digital thermometers 
Soft mats for babies to crawl on  
 (easily cleanable) 

Miscellaneous Items in Continuous Need: 
Good Start Formula 
Diapers (all sizes) 
Pull-ups 
Baby wipes 
Baby shampoo 
Plastic 4 oz. baby bottles 
Tippy cups 

 

Pajama Pants (men’s & women’s) 
T-shirts (all colors & sizes 
Bras and sports bras 
Boxer shorts for teen boys (S-XL) 
Body wash/body 

lotion/deodorant 
Shampoo 

 

Wish List 

If you don’t have time to shop and  wish to contribute, checks made out to 
The Laura Dester Children’s Shelter will be accepted. 
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Bring your unwrapped gifts to the Social on December 14th or contact 
Linda Collie at linda.collie1@williams.com to make other arrangements.  



Susan Jones, President 

Desk & Derrick Club of Tulsa 

(918) 258-0057 (H) 

 

Tulsa President’s Letter 

2011 Officers 
 

President 

Susan Jones 

Enterprise Products 

 

Vice President 

Thelma Dunn 

Williams Exploration &  

Production 

 

Secretary 

Pam Cabbiness 

Williams Exploration & 

Production 

 

Treasurer 

Gaye Marrs 

Cimarex Energy Company 

 

 Directors 

Kathy Farris 

Cimarex Energy Company 

 

Linda Collie 

Williams Exploration & 

Production 

 

Fran Elliott 

Sheridan Production Company 

 

Christy Hinton 

Sheridan Production Company 

 

 

 

Immediate Past President 

Marilyn Trout 

Cimarex Energy Company 

 

Parliamentarians 

Barbara Herndon 

Retired 

 

Kris Russell 

Williams Exploration &  

Production 
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Greetings Fellow D & D Members, 
 

The year is almost up and time to get in the Holiday spirit!  We 

had a great October meeting with the elections and following that, 

we played several rounds of D & D Squares!  We had a panel of 

celebrities to answer the D & D questions and asked our newest 

members to tell if the celebrity answered the question 

correctly.  We played and laughed our way through three 

rounds!  Pam Cabbiness did a wonderful job as our 

emcee. Thank you Thelma Dunn for organizing the game!  Great 

job Thelma!  We have some very knowledgeable members in the 

club because our panel of celebrities got most of the questions 

right!  Way to go! 
 

Colleen Dosser 
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The History of Oil Well Firefighting and Blowout Control "A Tribute To Brave Men" 
Presented by Mike Shellman 

 
"Holding Out For A Hero" 

I need a Hero 
I'm holding out for a hero 'til the end of the night 

He's gotta be strong 
And he's gotta be fast 

And he's gotta be fresh from the fight 
Lyrics by Bonnie Tyler 

 
On November 9, 2011, The Desk and Derrick Club of Tulsa hosted their Industry Awareness Luncheon at the Tulsa 
Country Club with historian Mike Shellman of San Marcos, Texas.   Mr. Shellman had previously presented his 
program to the Desk and Derrick Club of Tulsa in 2006.  It was such a success that we decided to ask him to come 
back!!  It was a pleasure that he did agree to come back and do his presentation for us again. 
 

With the passing away of "Coots” Mathews in 2010, Mike went back on the road sharing with the industry his 
experiences and respect and admiration for these special people:  “Red” Adair, “Boots” Hansen, and “Coots” 
Mathews.  Mike worked for Boots and Coots from 1993 to 1997 and became friends with all of them, and now he 
wants to share the stories and heroics of these famous Oil Well Fire Fighters. 
 
Mike’s presentation had many videos and slides showing blowouts with audio so that the audience could have 
some idea of how loud the blowouts were.  On some of the videos, music was added to heighten the experience 
of what it was like when a fire was in progress and the role the fire fighters played in putting the well fires out 
after a blowout.  A blowout is the uncontrolled release of crude oil and/or natural gas from an oil well or gas well 
after pressure control systems have failed. Causes of blowouts are reservoir pressure, formation kick and well 
control; types of blowouts are surface blowouts, subsea blowouts, and underground blowouts.  Prior to the 
invention of pressure control equipment in 1920, the uncontrolled release of oil and gas from a well while drilling 
was common and was known as an oil gusher, gusher, or wild well. 
 
Myron M. Kinley was the first pioneer in fighting oil well fires.  Myron was born in Santa Barbara, California, in 
1898. He passed away May 12, 1978, at his home in Chickasha, Oklahoma.  He became familiar with the oilfield 
since his father Karl T. Kinley was an oil well shooter in California. His father dynamited wells to fracture the rock 
and to increase flow on a well in 1913. The high risk of danger on the blowouts proved deadly for Myron's brother 
Lloyd in 1938. Myron had permanent damage to his right leg in 1936.  Paul Neal "Red" Adair came into the oil well 
fighter’s picture after serving in WWII in the bomb disposal unit with Myron Kinley.  “Red” was born in 1915 and 
passed away in 2004. He started the famous Red Adair Co., Inc., in 1959. He battled more than 2000 land and 
offshore oil well fires during his career.  Lieutenants, Asger "Boots" Hansen and Ed "Coots" Mathews worked for 
“Red” until they started their own well fire control company called Boots and Coots.  The 1968 John Wayne movie 
"Hellfighters" was based upon the experiences of Adair during the 1962 Sahara Desert Fire.  The movie and 
Mike’s presentation will definitely give you a better understanding of how dangerous it is to fight oil fires.  “Red”, 
“Boots” and “Coots” were on location for the filming of “Hellfighters” as technical advisors. 
 
The time Mr. Shellman spent and stories he heard, especially from Coots, is a bond he will always have.  Mike 
continues to present his program so that the history and the risks taken by the brave men of oil well fire fighting 
are not forgotten.  Of the four (4) men who started this business, only “Boots” Hansen survives to this day. 
 

By Kris Russell 



Thelma Dunn, Mike Shellman, Guest Speaker & Kris Russell 

Mike recognizes  his #1 Groupie, Kris for attending five of his presentations. 

The History of Oil Well Firefighting and Blowout Control  
“A Tribute to Brave Men” 
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The purpose of the Club shall be to promote the education 
and professional development of individuals employed in or 
affiliated with the petroleum, energy and allied industries 
and to educate the general public about these industries. 

Thank you to all my Committee Chairs! 

Bulletin Linda Collie 
Bylaws Marilyn Trout 
Contact Laura Disinger 
Convention Susan Jones 
Education Susan Cook 
Membership Colleen Dosser 

Abbreviator Diana Cox 
ADDC Nominating Susan Cook 
Vision 2011 Thelma Dunn 
Essay Contest  Cheryl Wootton 
Fundraising   Lanette Jenike & 
 Fran Elliott 

Standing Committees 

Orientation Thelma Dunn 
Program  Kay Williams 
Public Relations  Christy Hinton 
Roster  Val Bode 
Scrapbook  Rosalea Robinson 
Social  Kathy Staton 

Golf Tournament Kathy Farris & 
 Marilyn Trout, Co-Chair 
Historian Eleanor Wilkerson 
Industry Awareness Thelma Dunn 
Nominating Gaye Marrs 
Web Page Val Bode 

Special Committees 

Retiring Directors  
Thank you for your service 

Kathy Farris 
Fran Elliott 
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All submissions to The Oil Drop can and shall be edited as necessary.  
Viewpoints expressed by submitters are those of the writer and not necessarily 
of The Desk and Derrick Club of Tulsa or the Association of Desk and Derrick 
Clubs (ADDC).  Email:  linda.collie1@williams.com 

December 
Social 

12/01 Pam Kragel 
12/03 Margitta Grona 
12/11 Margery Kovach 
12/17 Mary Williams 

12/18 Natalie Adams 
12/24 Connie Hubbard 
12/25 Yvonne Cleveland 


