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April 2018          

Dear Members,  

Spring is finally upon us!  My favortie season of the year...not too hot, not too 

cold, everything is blooming and showing off the spectacular colors that I have 

missed so much.  This time of year not only encourages us to open those windows 

and do a little spring cleaning, but it also invites us to get out of the house for 

some fresh air and FUN activities!   

  

www.oilpatchproud.com  

        

I am excited to see several of you attending our 

annual Region VI meeting in Wichita on April 26th-

28th, which will include a certification class and 

field trips to the Allen House and Lubrication 

Engineers! 

 And finally, a big thank you to everyone who 

collected donations for our Silent Auction 

fundraiser this month and to Jill and Betty for 

organizing this very important  event for our club!                                                 

Dorothy Lenhart, 2018 President           

In March, I attended the 1st Annual Tulsa Irish 

Festival at the Guthrie Green in downtown Tulsa 

with a few others from our club.  In addition to 

enjoying being outside with the music, dancing 

and other activities, we were able to hand out a 

few club brochures and make a connection with 

an organization called Oil Patch Proud out of 

Oklahoma City.  Their mission (similar to Desk and 

Derrick) is to raise awareness about the positive 

impact of the oil and gas industry on “teachers, 

nurses, restaurant workers, small business 

owners and countless others in communities large 

and small”.  I am hoping that they can come and 

share more at one of our upcoming meetings this 

year! 
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Chili’s 

Tulsa Hills
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“Overview of TDW’s Products & Services 

for the Life Cycle of a Pipeline – Part I”

Review by Jill Klein

Presentation by Larry Alspaugh and Woody Smith of TD Williamson, Inc.

Mr. Alspaugh and Mr. Smith condensed their vast pipeline solutions experience down for a group of industry 

professionals during the March membership meeting.  The group was honored to have the National Account 

Manager and the Senior Engineering Manager of TD Williamson, introduced by member Brooks Williamson.  

The speakers alternated presenting the information, both men showed pride in the role that TDW plays to keep 

the pipelines in working order for the respective owners.

An electrical engineer, TD Williamson Sr. started the Petroleum Electric Company in 1920.  He was asked to 

develop a device to clean pipelines of paraffin.  TD Williamson Inc. was established in 1933 in Tulsa.

Hot taps, tapping into pressurized lines or lines with liquid and plugging hot lines are some of their services. 

Amazingly they can hot tap pipelines from 1 inch to 102 inches!  They have plugged lines up to 96”.  The trick is 

to keep what is in the pipeline IN the pipeline.  The integrity of the pipeline is heavily government regulated.  

Safety is on the radar at all times.  Hot taps sound really dangerous, however the crew has so many processes 

and procedures in place they view driving to the job more dangerous than the job. One safety approach their 

crews use is “Take 5”, meaning take 5 steps away and step through the job before proceeding.

Many of the attendees had heard of the pigs used to clean pipelines but Woody Smith showed pictures of 

different types made of discs, cups, and brushes.  Several are polyurethane so no metal can do damage to the 

inside of the pipeline.    We saw launchers and receivers (pig traps).  There are devices to monitor where the 

pig is running or has run.  The company has developed smart tools to detect corrosion, dents in the pipeline, 

leakage, and map the pipeline for the owner.

With the onset of electronics the technology gave better pictures of the condition of the pipe.  DEF, the 

recording of deformation showed corrosion and dents.  MFL, Magnetic field tools sent readings that could be 

analyzed.  MDS, Multi data sets used a combination of magnetic flux readings.  The companies also found the 

importance of the correct pipe identification.

With much more information to share the presentation came to an end.  Questions were asked, for instance, 

how did the pig get its name?  Well, the first pigs to clean the lines were wads of leather and wire, the wire 

squealed as it was run down the line, thus getting the nickname “pig”.  Larry and Woody, eager to tell us more, 

offered to present again and informed the group that the TD Williamson website has videos that are very 

interesting.

In addition to the speakers, the program recognized March as D&D Awareness Month.  Dorothy Lenhart, 

President, read the Mayor’s Proclamation.  Past Presidents who were able to attend were recognized, Val Bode, 

Kay Williams, Vicki Barnes and Jonathan Slay.  Kay Williams displayed a Desk and Derrick historical timeline and 

provided information about the organization.  With another educational speaker luncheon, the Tulsa Club stays 

aware of the benefits of Desk & Derrick.

March Meeting Presentation
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Thank you, Betty 

Hodge for the 

pictures!
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Leaders’ Letters cont.
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A Crude History Maybelline Cosmetics 
 When a young New York chemist distills paraffin from booming Pennsylvania oilfields into petroleum jelly – Vaseline – his 

invention will lead to a popular mascara and Maybelline cosmetics. 

 

Robert Chesebrough will find a way to purify the waxy paraffin-like substance that clogged oil wells in early Pennsylvania petroleum 

fields. Photo courtesy Unilever. Photo courtesy the Drake Well Museum, Titusville, Pennsylvania. 

Few associate 1860s oil wells with women’s smiling faces, but they are fashionably related. 

This is the story of how goop that accumulated around the sucker rods of America’s earliest  oil wells made its way to the 

eyelashes of American women. 

In 1865, a 22-year-old chemist left the prolific oil fields of Titusville, Pennsylvania, to return to his Brooklyn, New York, 

laboratory and experiment with a waxy substance that clogged well heads. 

Even before America’s first commercial oil well was drilled in Titusville, Pennsylvania, in 1859, young Chesebrough 

had dabbled in the “coal oil” business. His expertise was distilling cannel coal into kerosene – an illuminant in high 

demand among consumers. 

Chesebrough knew of the process for refining oil into kerosene, so when Edwin L. Drake’s historic oil discovery launched 

the U.S. petroleum industry, he was one of many who rushed to the Titusville oilfields to make his fortune. 

Scientific American reported, “Now commenced a scene of excitement beyond description. The Drake well was 

immediately thronged with visitors arriving from the surrounding country, and within two or three weeks thousands began 

to pour in from the neighboring States.” 

Robert Chesebrough’s fortune was out there somewhere; he just had to find it. 

Purified Sucker Rod Wax 

In the midst of the Venango County oilfield chaos, the young chemist noted that drilling was often confounded by a waxy 

paraffin-like substance that clogged the wellhead and drew the curses of riggers who had to stop drilling to scrape away 

the stuff. 

The only virtue of this goopy oil field “sucker rod wax” was as an immediately available first aid for the abrasions, burns, 

and other wounds routinely afflicting the crews. 

Chesebrough eventually abandoned his notion of drilling a gusher and returned to New York, where he worked in his 

laboratory to purify the troublesome sucker-rod wax, which he dubbed “petroleum jelly.” 

By August of 1865, he had filed the first of several patents “for purifying petroleum or coal oils by filtration.” 

Chesebrough experimented with the purported analgesic effect of his extract by inflicting minor cuts and burns on himself, 

then applying his purified petroleum jelly. 

He gave it to Brooklyn construction workers to treat their minor scratches and abrasions. 

On June 4, 1872, Chesebrough patented a new product that would endure to this day – “Vaseline.”  His patent extolled 

Vaseline’s virtues as a leather treatment, lubricator, pomade, and balm for chapped hands. 

Chesebrough soon had a dozen wagons distributing the product around New York.Customers used the “wonder jelly” 

creatively: treating cuts and bruises, removing stains from furniture, polishing wood surfaces, restoring leather, and 

preventing rust. 
 

Chesebrough experimented by inflicting minor cuts and burns on himself, then applying his purified petroleum jelly. 

Within 10 years, Americans were buying it at the rate of a jar a minute. 
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An 1886 issue of Manufacture and Builder even reported, “French bakers are making large use of vaseline in cake and 

other pastry. 

Its advantage over lard or butter lies in the fact that, however stale the pastry may be, it will not become rancid.” 

Flavor notwithstanding, Chesebrough himself consumed a spoonful of Vaseline each day. He lived to be 96 years old. 

Mabel’s Eyelashes 

It was not long before thrifty young ladies found another use for Vaseline. 
 

Photo courtesy Sharrie Williams. 

 

As early as 1834, the popular book Toilette of Health, Beauty, and Fashion had 

suggested alternatives to the practice of darkening eyelashes with elderberry 

juice or a mixture of frankincense, resin, and mastic. 

“By holding a saucer over the flame of a lamp or candle, enough ‘lamp black’ can 

be collected for applying to the lashes with a camel-hair brush,” the book 

advised. 

Chesebrough’s female customers found that mixing lamp black with Vaseline 

using a toothpick made an impromptu mascara. 

The story goes that in 1913, Miss Mabel Williams employed just 

such a concoction preparing for a date. Williams was dating Chet 

Hewes. 

Perhaps using coal dust or some other readily available darkening 

agent, she applied the mixture to her eyelashes for a date.  Her 

brother, Thomas Lyle Williams, was intrigued by her method 

and decided to add Vaseline in the mixture, notes a Maybelline 

company history. 

Another version of the story, written by his grandniece Sharrie 

Williams, has Mabel demonstrating  “a secret of the harem” for her 

brother. 

“In 1915, when a kitchen stove fire singed his sister Mabel’s 

lashes and brows, Tom Lyle Williams watched in fascination as 

she performed what she called ‘a secret of the harem’ – mixing 

petroleum jelly with coal dust and ash from a burnt cork and 

applying it to her lashes and brows,” Sharrie Williams writes in her 

2007 book, The Maybelline Story. 

“Mabel’s simple beauty trick ignited Tom’s imagination and he 

started what would become a billion-dollar business,” concludes 

Williams. Inspired by his sister’s example, he began selling the 

mixture by mail-order catalog, calling it “Lash-Brow-Ine” (an 

apparent concession to the mascara’s Vaseline content). Women 

loved it.  

Women were using Vaseline to make mascara by 1915. Cosmetic 

industry giant Maybelline traces its roots to the petroleum product. “What a Difference Maybelline Does Make” magazine ad from 

1937. 
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Silent screen stars like Theda Bara, right, helped glamorize Maybelline mascara, which by the 1930s was available at five-and-dime 

store for 10 cents a cake. 

It soon became clear that his “Lash-Brow-Ine” had potential, despite the product’s less than memorable name. In honor of 

his sister Mabel (she married Chet Hewes in 1926), Chesebrough renamed the mascara “Maybelline.” 
 

An unlikely petroleum product. 

Whatever its petroleum product beginnings, Hollywood helped 

expand the Williams family cosmetics empire. The 1920s silent screen had 

brought new definitions to glamour. Theda Bara – an anagram for “Arab 

Death” – and Pola Negri, each with daring eye makeup, smoldered in packed 

theaters across the country. 

Maybelline trumpeted its mail-order mascara in movie and confession 

magazines as well as Sunday newspaper supplements. Sales continued to 

climb. By the 1930s, Maybelline mascara was available at the local five-and-

dime store for 10 cents a cake. 

Today, both Vaseline, now part of Unilever, and Maybelline, a subsidiary of 

L’Oréal, continue with highly successful products, distantly removed from northwestern Pennsylvania’s antique derricks 

and oil wells. Unilever’s Park Avenue public relations agency, M Booth & Associates of New York, proclaims: 

“From Vaseline Petroleum Jelly – the ‘Wonder Jelly’ introduced in 1870, to Vaseline Intensive Care Lotion…Vaseline 

products have helped deliver healthy, moisturized skin for 135 years.” 

Editors Note – Special thanks to Linda Hughes, granddaughter of Mabel and Chet Hewes, who notes that Mabel was 

dedicated to her brothers – and helped run the Maybelline company in Chicago. 

This article was taken from the American Oil & Gas Historical 

Society website.
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Check out these interesting and 
informative websites: 

www.tulsadandd.net www.addc.org

Board 
Meeting

Monthly 
Luncheon

2018 Region VI Meeting
Wichita, KS

Note: All submissions to The Tulsa Oil Drop can and shall be edited as necessary. Viewpoints

expressed by submitter are those of the writer and not necessarily of The Desk and Derrick Club of

Tulsa or the Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs (ADDC). Editor’s Email: kstaton@impxp.com.

SAVE THE DATE!
67th Annual ADDC Convention

September 18 – 22, 2018
Evansville, Indiana

DoubleTree by Hilton Evansville
More information will be available soon.

NOTE: The field trip planned for 

April to the Elsing Museum has 

been postponed until a later date.

TULSA CLUB NEWS

http://www.tulsadandd.net/
http://www.addc.org/
mailto:kstaton@impxp.com

