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Members and friends, 

“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I learn.” 
Benjamin Franklin 

Ha!  That is me for sure, I suppose that is why I like field trips.  I also know we never stop learning. 

Tulsa has rich history and events everywhere, always a learning avenue to be found. In June, Kay 

Williams and I took a “Rocks of Tulsa Tour” with the Tulsa Geological Society.  Did you know the 

buildings downtown have fossils in them, we walk or drive by them every day?  Not just one building, 

many limestone buildings and some with rare fossils. 

We saw granite with small grain and large grain, the size of the grain coincides with the speed of the 

cooling of the rock when formed. We saw panels of rock that had to be replaced due to age or damage, 

much care is taken to match the rock. When you look closely, it is amazing how the colors of the natural 

stone and the texture were used in the architecture.  

I am glad Tulsa is preserving these treasures and sharing with others.  Desk and Derrick a few years back 

was led on a tour by Tulsa’s original Rosie the Riveter, Marina Metevelis.  Marina’s tour included the 

tunnels and oil baron history.  I learned a great deal on that tour and tried my best to keep up with the 

spry 90-year-old tour guide. 

This year we have had some very educational speakers and a field trip.  This month I hope you will come 

to the meeting and learn some history from the owner of Decopolis, William Franklin.  If not for the 

Tulsa Oil Capital and the barons that made it happen, many of us wouldn’t be living and working here.  

William’s passion for Tulsa history is contagious. 

We still have lots of learning in store for the 2nd half of the year. 

Jill Klein, 2019 President 
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World-Famous “Wild Mary Sudik” 
  

It was a 1930 oil gusher ideal for Hollywood newsreels as the Great Depression loomed. NBC Radio rushed to cover 

efforts to control the “Wild Mary Sudik” blow-out. Within a week the struggle to contain the Oklahoma City oilfield well 

made headlines worldwide. 

 

“Wild Mary Sudik” newsreels soon appeared in theaters around the country. When the well was brought under control, crews 

recovered 200,000 barrels of oil from pits and ponds. 

The Mary Sudik No. 1 well had erupted after striking a high-pressure formation about 6,500 feet beneath the Sudik farm. 

The Indian Territory Illuminating Oil Company’s well flowed for 11 days before being brought under control. 

The well produced an astonishing 20,000 barrels of oil and 200 million cubic feet of natural gas a day – too much for the 

drilling technologies of the day. Efforts to tame “Wild Mary” became a public 

sensation. The attempts were regularly featured in newsreels and on radio, 

according to Oklahoma Journeys, an audio program of the Oklahoma History 

Center in Oklahoma City. 

“At about 6:30 the morning of March 26, 1930, the crew of roughnecks drilling a 

well on the property of Vincent Sudik paused in their work,” the program begins 

about the well, which is near I-240 and Bryant Street in present day Oklahoma 

City. “The tired drillers had been waiting for daylight to continue their work,” the 

audio tape notes. 
 

The crew was unfamiliar with the formation’s hazards, explains narrator 

Michael Dean, who says that after drilling to 6,471 feet, they overlooked signs 

of a dangerous pressure increase in the well. 

“The exhausted crew failed to fill the hole with mud,” he reports. “They didn’t 

know the Wilcox Sand formation was permeated with natural gas under high 

pressure, and within minutes that sand under so much pressure found a 

release.” 

The drilling crew was caught off guard when oil and natural gas suddenly 

“came roaring out of the hole,” Dean adds. 

“Pipe stems were thrown hundreds of feet into the air like so many tooth picks. 

First there was gas then the flow turned green gold and then black,” he reports. 

“Oil shot hundreds of feet into the air, and for the next eleven days, the Mary 

Sudik ran wild.” 

 

“Wild Mary Sudik” Daily Updates 

On April 6, Floyd Gibbons of NBC Radio – who broadcast regularly about the 

well – reported that after two unsuccessful attempts, the well was closed with a 

two-ton “overshot” cap. 

Experts control the well with “a clever ball-shaped contrivance” that lowers a two-ton “overshot” cap. 

 

An Associated Press article described the “clever equipment” required to control the well without sparking a fire – a 

“double die was screwed into four inches of casing threads…a clever ball-shaped contrivance, called a fantail, was used 

to affix the double die to the casing.” 

The fantail was placed over the well, “and the ‘Wild Mary’s’ pressure, playing through jets in the contrivance, aided in 

lowering the cap through the blast,” the article explained. 

Petroleum Pioneers

https://aoghs.org/topics/petroleum-pioneers/
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“With the petroleum geyser halted, operators in the field drew sighs of relief,” it concluded. “A stray spark from two 

clanking pieces of steel and the territory might have become a raging inferno.” 

With the well was brought under control and the danger of fire eliminated, drilling continues at a frantic pace elsewhere in 

Oklahoma City. 

 

However, the prolific, high-pressure of the Wilcox sands formation continued to challenge drillers and the industry 

technologies. 

 

A Wild Mary Sudik article in the Southwest Missourian newspaper reported: Oklahoma City, April 7 – A gas well, 

estimated to be producing at a rate of 75,000,000 cubic feet a day, blew in at the edge of the city today, creating a new 

fire threat less than 24 hours after the wild No. 1 Mary Sudik gusher, several miles to the south, had been brought under 

control. 

 

Recognizing the risks of drilling into the Wilcox sand, Oklahoma City passed additional ordinances for safety and well 

spacing in the city. The first ram-type blowout preventer had been patented by James Abercrombie in 1926, but many 

high-pressure oilfields would take time to tame. 

 
 

In December 1933, Abercrombie patented a greatly improved 

blowout preventer that would help set a new standard for safe 

drilling during the Oklahoma City oilfield boom. 

Visitors today can see the valve that split in half and view 

newsreel film of the Wild Mary Sudik in the oil and gas and 

natural resources on exhibit at the Oklahoma History Center. 

There also is the Devon Energy Oil and Gas Park with drilling 

and production equipment at the center, located on N.E. 23rd 

Street just east of the state capitol building. 

 

 
 

The Oklahoma History Center in Oklahoma City includes the Devon Energy Oil and Gas Park. 
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JUNE MEETING RECAP

At June’s meeting we heard a great 

presentation by Jeff Brown, Energy Efficiency 

& Consumer Programs Manager with Public 

Service Company of Oklahoma (AEP/PSO).  

Mr. Brown told us who they are and what they 

do. He discussed the Values of the company, 

which are Safety, Integrity, Stewardship and 

Customer Focus. 

He also showed AEP/PSO’s sustainability by 

transforming the current generation fleet with 

an intermediate goal of reducing the 

company’s CO2 emissions by 60% by the 

year 2030.

Mr. Brown also discussed AEP/PSO’s 

commitment to reliability, price and customer 

satisfaction. He pointed out that with federal 

and commercial rebates and energy saving 

products, electricity is the most cost effective

resource for the American energy demand.



JULY 2019

9

JUNE MEETING PICS

Thank 
you Betty 
Hodge for 
the pics!
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2019 Orientation Luncheon

Available Position: Personal Storyteller

Reporting To: D&D Tulsa Club Members

Date Available: October 16

Position Summary:
Everyone loves a good “how they met” romance story…let’s turn that into 
a “how you’re in the industry” story (romance optional)!
Local Oil and Gas audience is seeking 3 to 4 people willing to share your 
petroleum, energy and allied industry-based experience! What is unique 
about your career path? Did you always plan to do the job you currently 
have? What obstacles have you had to overcome? How are you growing, 
or have you achieved your dream position and are rocking it to 
retirement? What is something no one knows about your position or 
company? How has the industry changed since you started?

Required Skills: 
•Must work well in a group 
•Must be willing to have fun, be creative, engaging or just plain 
informative in a short-term, relaxed setting among friends
•Able to talk in front of people for 5-7 minutes  
If you think you have what it takes, please contact Alesia Bailey at 
ABailey@ORNR.Energy, or 918-392-3245 to schedule your “interview.”
No two people share the same story and yes, yours is interesting to hear –
so don’t be shy!

mailto:ABailey@ORNR.Energy
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TULSA NEWS

To
Abbie Bailey!  She was 

awarded this year’s 
scholarship award of $500.  
Abbie is attending OSU in 

Stillwater and is the 
daughter of Tulsa member 

Aleisha Bailey.

Below is a sweet 
thank you note we 
received from 
Abbie……..
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At our July meeting we are 
having a membership drive for 
a $25 gift card for the member 
that brings the most guests.  
Also, we will have a 50/50 
drawing. Don't forget to invite 
your friends!

Also, at our July meeting we will have a 2nd quarter 
volunteers drawing.  Anyone volunteering for any Desk 
and Derrick activity will be eligible to win. 

TULSA NEWS

Congrats to Dorothy 
Lenhart!  She was the 
winner of the 50/50 
drawing at last month’s 
meeting.
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http://www.tulsadandd.net/


JULY 2019

14

Order 

yours 

today!

More info contact:

NOTICE: Our 1st order has arrived!!

Only 
$20

Buy one at the JULY membership meeting or email 

jill@ce2ok.com

kstaton@impxp.com

mailto:jill@ce2ok.com
mailto:kstaton@impxp.com
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EDITOR’S LETTER

Kathy Staton
Editor

I am really looking forward to hearing our speaker at 

this month’s meeting. I am a history buff and especially

find Tulsa’s oil and gas history very interesting. Our 

speaker, William Franklin is very instrumental in saving

a lot of the history and stories of Tulsa, particularly 

downtown Tulsa.  I work in an office in the Thompson 

Building which happens to be next door to Mr. 

Franklin’s unique shop, Decopolis.  The Thompson 

building was built in 1923 and was once know as one of 

Tulsa’s “three skyline musketeers”.  From my 12th floor 

office I get a close up view of the beautiful facade of the 

Philcade building. The Thompson building, 

above and the Philcade 

building below

I’m so glad to see Tulsa investors and government 

preserving some of Tulsa’s most historic buildings and 

places.

As much as I love the history of Tulsa, I am so 

excited about it’s future and future generations 

who’ll get to enjoy all of it’s treasures and make 

their own imprint on Tulsa.  I love to see so many 

people in downtown Tulsa after business hours, 

living and enjoy downtown.   I can’t wait to see 

what’s going to happen next!



Check out these 
interesting and 

informative websites: 

www.tulsadand.net

www.addc.org
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Kay Williams 8/03

Peggy Ferrell 8/13

Kendra Ware 8/27

Dorthie Parker 8/28

Eleanor Wilkerson 8/31

Karen Chism
Board Meeting

(lunch)

Mallory Weindorf

Gaye Marrs & Susan Tyler

http://www.tulsadand.net/
http://www.addc.org/
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Desk and Derrick Club of Tulsa 

Group

Be sure and look for ADDC groups 

and Region groups also.

Check out the 

social media and 

Like! Comment!

Share!

CORPORATE SPONSORS

FUNDRAISING SPONSORS

We also thank the D &D members that donated

https://www.linkedin.com/company/desk-and-derrick-club-of-tulsa/

