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Greater Knowledge

Greater Service

SPECIAL EDITION!
2017 REGION VI MEETING REVIEW

The Countdown:
Four…. (Months of planning)

Three…. (Events)

Two…. (Field Trips)

One…. (Certification Class)

BLAST OFF!
To Education And FUN!
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THE HOST CLUB

Front Row:     Beth Hesling, Vicki Barnes
Second Row:  Gay Wheeler, Beth Johnson, Gaye Marrs, 

Betty Hodge, Pam Sanders, Jonathan Slay
Back Row:      Dorothy Lenhart, Val Bode, Karen Chism, 

Marilyn Trout, Kay Williams, Jill Klein   
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JUNE 2017 Special Edition



4

JUNE 2017 Special Edition

Committee:   Field Trip 
Chairman:   Beth Johnson 
Report:  Gay Wheeler and Kay’s husband will be the 2 drivers for the Osage Wind 
Farm. I still need 1 or 2 drivers for Pensacola Dam tour, depending on how many 
people sign up. When we get final numbers I will follow up with tour guides and lunch 
places with final numbers.  
 
Beth Hesling, Gay Wheeler and I drove the route in Feb. and verified times I had 
estimated. Also attached is a spreadsheet with detail about each field trip. 
I have made a word search game with D&D terms we will hand out on the vans.  

Committee:   Sponsorship 
Co-Chairmen:   Kay Williams & Vicki Barnes 
Report:   To date, the Sponsorship Committee has sent approx. 65 sponsorship letters 
and forms to companies and individuals.  This does not include the copies sent to all 
Tulsa Club members, requesting that they submit them to the appropriate person within 
their respective companies.  We still have 20 companies/names which we continue to 
research for contact information. 
 
On March 15-16th, we sent deadline reminders by emails. 

Committee:   ___Hospitality________ 
Chairman:   ___Dorothy Lenhart____ 
Report:  A list of items needed was drafted and sent to the hospitality committee, 
including paper goods, beverages, individual snacks, breakfast-type items and fruit to 
stock the Hospitality Room.  Some of the committee members have also volunteered to 
bring some homemade items for our guests, and to help with the shopping. 
 
Our contact at the Post Oak Lodge confirmed that only water and coffee would be 
provided in the main lodge where the meetings would be held.  Our contract does not 
include any snack break items, and no outside food/drinks are allowed in the main lodge 
area.  Attendees will be able to visit the Hospitality Room in the Lodge #1 kitchen upon 
arrival or in between meetings and activities to grab a quick snack and beverage and 
mingle.    

Committee:   ___Program____ 
Chairman:   _Gay Wheeler___ 
Report: Items still needed for program: Bio and photo of person doing Tulsa welcome; 
Boy Scout Troop #; names of ADDC Officers & Committee Chairs, past Region VI 
Directors, first timers that will be in attendance (after registration closes); confirm 
Photography Schedule; acknowledgements of sponsors and volunteers. See attached 
sheet for what I have on volunteers so far. 

(Planning continued from page 3)
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(Planning continued from page 4)



(1) Friday 
Night Social
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THREE EVENTS
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BBQ & GAMES
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(Events continued from page 6)

(2) Saturday 
Industry Luncheon
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(Events continued from page 8)

(3) Saturday 
Awards Banquet

Entertainment by 
Stephen Sisk

Passing the Gavel
2017 RD Wendy Sparks 
to 2018 RD Casi Nichols
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(Events continued from page 9)

Achievement In 
Maintaining 

Energy Excellence
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THE 
AIMEE 

AWARDS
(Tulsa Winners)

(Events continued from page 10)

Best Large Bulletin 
(1st Place)

The Tulsa Oil Drop 
June 2016

Editor – Kay Williams
Best President’s Letter

(1st Place)
April 2016

Author – Karen Gibbs (Hollis)

Best Industry Article 
(2nd Place)

Fractured – The Movie
July 2016

Author – Jonathan Slay

Best Desk and Derrick Program
(1st Place)

Greater Knowledge- Greater Service
March 2016

Speaker – Karen Gibbs (Hollis)
Coordinator(s) – Jill Klein, Dorothy Lenhart

Author – Kathy Farris
Best Industry Field Trip

(2nd Place)
Tallgrass Prairie Preserve Pawhuska, OK

October 2016
Speaker Jim Derby – Geologist/Docent

Coordinator(s) – Vicki Barnes, Jill Klein, Betty Hodge
Author – Karen Chism

Best Industry Photograph 
(2nd Place)

McDonald Tank Farm 
Great Bend, KS

April 2016
Photographer – Gay Wheeler

Thank You Gift 
presentation to 

GAC – Jonathan Slay
by 2017 Region Director, 

Wendy Sparks
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Kay Williams – 10 years

Gaye Wheeler – 35 years Beth Hesling – 35  years

Not pictured:  
Joyce Kunkel – 50 years, Barbara Rasmussen – 20 years, 
Dorthie Parker – 5 years, Pam Sanders – 5 years
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(Events continued from page 11)

Dorothy Lenhart – 5  yearsJill Klein – 5  years

TULSA



13

JUNE 2017 Special Edition

TWO FIELD TRIPS

Enel Green Power operates the Osage wind farm. During the tour, we learned that 90% of the farm's 
generated power is sold to Oklahoma customers. Windmills require a lot of maintenance. Components in the 
hub (nose) require lubrication while bearings and electrical parts may require frequent replacement due to 
overheating. Operators climb ladders inside the windmills with safety harnesses and even walk on top of the 
nose! Fear of heights, anyone?

To install a windmill, two cranes work together to hoist the hub and blades, helping a crew assemble a unit 
in only three hours. Power from the area's electric grid is required to start up the windmill each time sensors 
sense that wind speed is above 5 mph and can sustain the windmill by wind only. Many people are unaware 
that windmills use a substantial amount of electric energy to start up many times per day, and that they kill 
many large predator birds, disrupting the food chain.  In a tornado or high winds, the blades and swivel 
(pitch) back 90 degrees to let the wind go by to prevent spinning the blades faster than they are designed to 
spin. 

Windmills are big business, at $2-3 million dollars of capital costs for each windmill, plus the substation and 
parts inventory and a few full-time staff. Land owners who can deal with the squeaking and whooshing 
sounds can enjoy earning $1,000/month per turbine on their property, or about $1.0 million dollars per year 
in lease revenue from the 84 turbines on this one farm. Of particular interest to an entrepreneur or 
accountant is there are two types of lease arrangements for the land: fixed payments like $1,000/month, or a 
variable profit-sharing arrangement based on volume of kilowatts generated.

Our tour guide also discussed some of the technical engineering of the windmills. The most expensive part, 
the six frequency converters, can act like a high speed switch, cycling the generated current on and off
20,000 times per second to form a perfect 1200rpm or 60hz sine wave that is needed to send usable current 
to the transformer station. Amazingly, one windmill can generate 50,000 kW, or enough to power 600 
homes. The 84 windmills on this relatively small farm can power 50,000 homes. We learned that the electric 
power generated is very inconsistent due to the nature of changing wind speed, unlike the consistent energy 
source from an oil well. To optimize the wind available, the computer software in these General Electric 
windmills can automatically turn and point the nose into the wind when wind changes direction. 

The tour concluded by looking inside a windmill and standing below it as it started up. It was rather scary 
seeing an enormous blade swing down towards me, but it made a thrilling whooshing sound. Our field trip's 
participants greatly increased our appreciation for alternative forms of energy. ~ Jonathan Slay

(1)  OSAGE WIND FARM 
AND PIONEER WOMAN MERCANTILE
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The Energy Industry is undergoing more 
changes than ever and Wind Technology is 
quickly becoming a bigger part of the 
industry. It was great to see the wind turbines 
up close and learn more about this part of the 
industry. The most eye opening part for me 
was seeing how few personnel are needed to 
maintain a facility.  ~Jake Sherman

Being my second trip to a Wind Farm, this was the 
first time to be able to get up close to the wind 
turbine. Fascinating to view it from the inside 
looking up. I sure wouldn't want to be one whom 
has to climb all of the stairs to get to the top. I also 
thought it was neat that we could see a wind 
turbine and right next to it a pump jack and cows. 
~ Marilyn Trout

(Field Trips continued from page 13)
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LUNCH & THE MERCANTILE

(Field Trips continued from page 14)
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Here are a couple of interesting facts 
I learned about the Pensacola Dam. 
Pensacola Dam was built in 20 months 
from December 1938 to August 1940. 
President Franklin Roosevelt approved 
$20 million in funding for the con-
struction. When water levels exceed or 
are anticipated to exceed the target water 
levels, the Corps of Engineers take control 
from the Grand River Dam Authority   
and determine how much water is 
released through the floodgates.

~ Beth Johnson

(2) GRDA PENSACOLA DAM
AND AMISH LUNCH

(Field Trips continued from page 15)
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I was glad the lake level was high and 
we could see the water flowing. The 
GRDA visitor center was very nice, After 
Memorial Day they will be open to the 
public, in the winter you can only book 
private tours. The most amazing to me 
was seeing the giant generators powered 
by the water that have been running 
continuously since 1942. And I absolutely 
loved the architecture of the dam with 51 
arches! Immediately after taking my seat 
at the Amish Farm I was passed a tray of 
hot homemade rolls, everything was 
extremely delicious. Luckily the weather 
was good when we got back to POL 
because we had to walk some of it off.

~ Jill Klein

Their new facility was very impressive to 
walk through (inside and out) and the tour 
guide was well-informed about the 
amount of energy produced through the 
dam and the history of it. I hope to take 
my family there someday, and follow up 
with a lunch at the Miller’s farm. The 
best food I’ve ever had…sorry grandma!

~ Dorothy Lenhart

The field trip to the Pensacola Dam and the Amish House was 
great! I loved getting to know the D&D members on the van 
ride. Our guide was very knowledgeable about the history of 
the building of the dam and how it worked. The hydroelectric 
inner workings below the dam were fascinating. I do not know 
how many times I have crossed that bridge never realizing what 
was below or how the dam worked! Of course, the lunch at the 
Amish House was out of this world! This field trip was well 
worth the time and money spent to visit! ~ Karen Chism

(Field Trips continued from page 16)
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LUNCH AT THE AMISH HOUSE

(Field Trips continued from page 17)
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BLAST OFF!
With Education And FUN!
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REGISTRATION, CLUB 
SALES & HOSPITALITY
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BUSINESS MEETINGS
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DOWN TIME
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FUN PHOTO OPS
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Wendy Sparks Region Director
Jonathan Slay GAC *
Jill Klein Finance-Chair

Sponsorships
Val Bode Registration-Chair

Hospitality
Beth Johnson Field Trips-Chair

Hospitality
Kay Williams Sponsorships-Co-Chair

Registration
Printing
Decorations

Vicki Barnes Printing-Chair 
Sponsorships-Co-Chair
Program
Decorations

Gay Wheeler Program-Chair
Field Trips

Dorothy Lenhart Hospitality-Chair
Gaye Marrs Entertainment-Chair
Beth Hesling Field Trips

Hospitality
Kris Russell                 Registration

Hospitality 
Pam Sanders               Registration
Marilyn Trout Entertainment
Kathy Farris Entertainment

A BIG Thank You 
to all our volunteers!

* General Arrangements Chair
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IN APPRECIATION

Beth Johnson

Beth Hesling

Jonathan Slay

Gay Wheeler
Dorothy Lenhart

Vicki Barnes

Marilyn Trout

Kay Williams

Pam Sanders

Val BodeJill Klein

Gaye Marrs

Not Pictured: 
Kathy Farris, Kris Russell  

Wendy Sparks
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Thank you Tulsa!

Thank you to all Region VI attendees 
for making this event a huge success!
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In Loving Memory

Goodnight Tulsa!

Imogene Price 
Enid Club

Oct 20, 1926 - Jan 26, 2017

Phyllis Anderson
ButlerCountyClub

Jul 9, 1935 - Mar 11, 2017
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