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The ROARING 20’s brought dramatic change! 

Urban Americans outnumbered those living in rural areas, the 19th Amendment gave women 

the right to vote, Art Deco’s minimalist style replaced ornate Victorianism, Jazz gained national 

popularity with the Harlem Renaissance, and our nation’s wealth experienced a time of 

unprecedented growth.  

However, the 1920’s also brought Prohibition, the rise of organized crime, and the Black 

Tuesday Stock Market Crash on October 29, 1929 which ushered in the Great Depression.  

Dramatic change can often lead to unprecedented opportunity.  

It is no secret that Tulsa Energy is dynamic. For the first time, the United States has achieved 

Energy independence and plans to increase exports of refined petroleum products. This 

undoubtedly changes the political landscape of many countries. Additionally, the current lower 

pricing has prompted change…some companies have made acquisitions and grown 

infrastructure, while others have closed.  

Many of our members have lost or changed jobs and are looking for ways to best utilize their 

knowledge, skills and abilities. Maybe a new door opens to transitioning from Upstream to 

Midstream, Downstream or service-related companies, getting a certification to be more 

marketable, attending networking events and updating LinkedIn profiles, starting your own 

dream boutique business, or the endless possibilities of retirement? Because great people 

know great people, let’s strive to keep helping each other on job, networking and career 

development opportunities.  

Your Board is proactively rolling out a reduced membership incentive to help ease your ADDC 

renewal expense. It is our deepest desire to continue to benefit from your valuable experience, 

ideas and friendship while working together to mentor new members.    

Our country emerged stronger from the hardships of the 1920’s. With our dedicated members, 

I believe we can build a thriving, more resilient Tulsa Club that remains committed to educating 

members, colleagues, schools, and our communities on the crucial role of the energy industries. 

I am honored to serve this year and am excited to see the innovation and opportunities our 

new Board of Directors and members will bring to help our club SOAR into the new decade.  

Let’s raise a glass and toast The SOARING 20’s! 

Cheers, 

Alesia Bailey 

2020 President 
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Thank you Betty 
Hodge for the pics!

Thank you everyone  who joined us at The Brook in Brookside 
for our Winter Social! It was so much fun, lots of prizes won & 
great food.  Thank you so much to Katy Roper for planning such 
a fun evening.

2019 WINTER SOCIAL
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Oleaginous History of Wax Lips 

 Petroleum paraffin soon found its way from refinery to candles, crayons, chewing 

gum…and an unusual candy. 

The 1984 holiday classic “A Christmas Story” featured Ralphie, 

his 4th-grade classmates – and an unusual petroleum product. 

Photos courtesy MGM Home Entertainment. 

When Ralphie Parker and his 4th-grade classmates dejectedly 

hand over their Wax Fangs to Mrs. Shields in “A Christmas 

Story,” a generation may be reminded of what a penny used to 

buy at the local Woolworth’s store. 

But there is far more to these paraffin playthings than a penny’s 

worth of fun. Paraffin, a byproduct of petroleum distillation, 

quickly found its way from refinery to marketplace in the form of 

candles, sealing waxes – and peculiar American candies. 

It’s hard to recall a time when there were no Wax Lips, Wax 

Moustaches, or Wax Fangs for kids to smuggle into classrooms. Many grownups may remember the peculiar 

disintegrating flavor of Wax Lips from bygone Halloweens and birthday parties, but few know where these enduring 

icons of American culture actually started. The answer is in America’s oilfields. 

The August 1859 birth of the U.S. oil industry brought kerosene to illuminate America, an early and popular petroleum 

products “This flood of American petroleum poured in upon us by millions of gallons, and giving light at a fifth of the 

cost of the cheapest candle,” wrote British chandler James Wilson in 1879. Kerosene lanterns soon replaced candles for 

illumination and the much-reduced candle business turned from tallow to a versatile byproduct of petroleum distillation 

– paraffin.After collecting samples from Pennsylvania oilfields, Robert Chesebrough invented a method for turning 

paraffin into a balm he called “petroleum jelly,” later “Vaseline.” Chesebrough himself consumed a spoonful of Vaseline 

each day and lived to be 96 years old. His product  led to a modern cosmetic giant, “Maybelline”. 

Meanwhile, paraffin quickly found its way from refinery to marketplace in candles, sealing waxes – and even chewing 

gums. Ninety percent of all candles by 1900 used paraffin as the new century brought a host of novel uses. Thomas 

Edison’s popular new phonographs also needed paraffin for their wax cylinders. 

Crayons were introduced by the Binney & Smith Company in 1903 and were instantly successful. Alice Binney came up 

with the name by combining the French word for chalk, craie, with an English adjective meaning oily, oleaginous: 

Crayola. 

Concord Confections, part of Tootsie-Roll Industries, continues to produce Wax 

Lips and other paraffin candies for new generations of schoolchildren. 

Paraffin Candyman 

An inspired Buffalo, New York, confectioner soon used fully refined, food-grade 

paraffin and a sense of humor to find a niche in America’s imagination. 

When John W. Glenn introduced children to paraffin “penny chewing gum  



Glenn Confections, the candy division of W. & F. Manufacturing 

Company, produced Fun Gum Sugar Lips, Wax Fangs, and Nik-L-Nips 

novelties,” his business boomed. By 1923, his J.W. Glenn 

Company employed 100 people, including 18 traveling sales 

representatives. 

Later, Glenn Confections became the wax candy division of 

Franklin Gurley’s nearby W.&F. Manufacturing Company. There, 

the ancestors of Wax Lips chattered profitably down the 

production line. Among the most popular of these novelties at 

the time were Wax Horse Teeth (said to taste like wintergreen). 

By 1939, Gurley was producing a popular series of holiday 

candles for the Socony-Vacuum Oil Company using paraffin from 

a nearby refinery at Olean, New York – once home to the world’s largest crude oil storage site. A field of metal tanks, 

some holding 20,000 gallons of paraffin, stood next to Gurley’s W.&F. Manufacturing Company in Buffalo. 

Decorative and scented paraffin candles soon became the company’s principal products, accounting for 98 percent of 

W.&F. Manufacturing sales. Gurley’s “Tavern Candle” Santas, reindeer, elves and other colorful Christmas favorites 

today are prized by collectors on eBay, as are his elaborately molded Halloween candles. As W.&F.’s wax candy division, 

Glenn Confections, has continued to manufacture Fun Gum Sugar Lips, Wax Fangs, and Nik-L-Nips.In Emlenton, 

Pennsylvania, a few miles south of Oil City, the Emlenton Refining Company (and later the Quaker State Oil Refining 

Company) provided the fully refined, food-grade paraffin for these bizarre but beloved treats. 

Retired Quaker State employee Barney Lewis remembers selling Emlenton paraffin to W.&F. Manufacturing. During a 

2005 interview he noted, “It was always fun going to the plant…they were very secret about how they did stuff, but you 

always got a sample to bring home,” adding, “Wax Lips, Nik-L-Nips…the little Coke bottle-shaped wax, filled with colored 

syrup.” 

Today, Concord Confections, a small part of Tootsie-Roll Industries, continues to produce Wax Lips and other paraffin 

candies for new generations of schoolchildren. The petroleum industry produces an astonishing range of products for 

modern consumers, but few are as unique, peculiar, or revered as Wax Lips. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The American Oil & Gas Historical Society preserves U.S. petroleum history. Support this AOGHS.ORG energy education 

website with a contribution. For membership information, please contact bawells@aoghs.org. © 2019 Bruce A. Wells.  

Citation Information – Article Title: “Oleaginous History of Wax Lips.” Author: AOGHS.ORG Editors. Website Name: American 

Oil & Gas Historical Society. URL: https://aoghs.org/products/an-oleaginous-history-of-wax-lips. Last Updated: December 

22,2019. Original Published Date: December 1, 2006. 
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LOOKING FORWARD TO 2020



Thank you to

For being a 

Corporate 

Sponsor
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Order 

yours 

today!

More info contact:

NOTICE: Our 1st order has arrived!!

Only 
$20

Buy one at the FEBRUARY membership meeting or email 

jill@ce2ok.com

kstaton@impxp.com

The winner is……

Vicki Barnes

Vicki wins a$25 gift card to 

Home Depot for volunteer efforts 

in 4th Quarter 2019!

REMINDER: No 

membership meeting 

in January, 2020.



It’s literally out with the old and in with the new in 2020!  
I’ll be turning over the duties of this newsletter to Katy 
Roper.  I have enjoyed preparing this for you each month 
in hopefully, an informative and fun way.  I’m sure 
Katy will have many new and creative ideas. 

Our club, and particularly our Board, surpassed any 
expectations of growing, expanding and improving our 
club!  We have added many new talented  members.  I’m 
so excited to see where we will go next.

At the end of this bulletin is the current membership 
forms and changes the Board have approved with the 
incentives to ease the monetary aspect of membership 
costs and expenses.  They are acutely aware of the 
struggles and downturn in our business and many of  
it’s employees. 

Let’s continue to strive for growth and strength for our 
industry and our club!

It’s been a privilege to serve as your editor these past few 
years!  Here’s to the future!

Cheers!
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EDITOR’S LETTER

Kathy Staton
Editor



Check out these 
interesting and 

informative websites: 

www.tulsadand.net

www.addc.org
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FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS

Vicki Barnes        2/15

Kathy Farris         2/28

Jill Klein

Board Meeting

(lunch)
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